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Elsewhere is a pastiche of moments, layered and counter balanced, from our shared contemporary 

existence.  The images frame our modern sensibilities with a sense of almost recalled familiarity yet 

without specificity of time or space.  Intimate, lyrical gelatine prints evoke timeless human dramas – 

heart-stopping beauty, sadness shrouded in fog, warmth of a stranger’s smile, loneliness of an unknown 

place — welcoming viewers to their own sense of connectedness by these communal memories.  An 

ongoing project, Elsewhere, has many chapters, plot lines, and unexpected narrative twists while 

moving the viewer forward in what Patrick le Bescont of Filigranes Publishing has called ―a silent, 

poetic film noir.‖ 

 

Amidst the swirl of the everyday rush, Elsewhere documents those brief glimmers of joy so often 

eclipsed by the day-to-day demands of our fast paced lives.  Tracy Xavia Karner (author, curator, and 

Professor) has referred to the Elsewhere portfolio as a ―seductively beautiful world‖ that provides a 

―soothing response to the anxieties and distress of modern life‖. 

 

Though many see my work as ―rare‖ and ―really contemporary,‖ the images are made with thoughtful 

attention to the traditional craftsmanship of the analogue process.  I personally hand print everything, 

as I believe the true magic of the image can only be fully revealed in the subtlety and depth of silver 

gelatine. The resulting prints, folios, and books are of the highest possible quality.  Each detail is 

closely regarded to ensure a finely honed presentation (Øyvind Hjelmen). 

 

Øyvind Hjelmen 
 

Born 1957, lives and works on the island of Stord, on the west-coast of Norway. Apart from having 

attended various photographic workshops, he is autodidact as an artist. He holds a BA in modern art 

and aesthetics from the University of Bergen. 
 

Øyvind Hjelmen has been working with photography as his artistic expression for more than 20 years, 

and his works have been exhibited in USA, Germany, Russia, United Kingdom, Poland, Italy, Japan, 

France and Norway. Among the collections that hold his works are The Museum of Fine Art in 

Houston, USA, and Centro Internazionale di Fotografia Scavi Scaligeri - Verona, Italy. 
 

The black and white photographs are all gelatine silver prints, film based, and are all handmade by the 

artist. Color work is giclee fine art prints, also originally film based. Equipment includes everything 

from old cameras and a Holga, to the more modern Rolleiflex and Hasselblad. 

 

Øyvind Hjelmen’s official web-site: www.oyvindhjelmen.com 
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